Recount Activity

Theme: Water Conservation/Protection/Science/Technology/Attitude

Activity Overview:

Using the experience and knowledge gained from attending the Children's Water Festival, students  could write a variety of texts in the following forms: recount, narrative, procedure, report, explanation, and persuasive. These could also be cycle forward or cycle back activities.

Key Messages/Big Ideas:

· Protecting water at its source is an important way to ensure the health of humans and ecosystems (air, water, land, and living creatures) Water is one component  that contributes to a unique service upon which all life depends. If either water quality or water quantity is in any way degraded, this can have a serious adverse impact on the ecosystem.

· What you do on the land, affects the water because everything is interconnected. Adults can dispose of chemicals at the hazardous waste centre instead of pouring down the drain. Ontario has banned the use of pesticides and herbicides to prevent land pollution, thereby protecting the water.

· If everyone contributes, even in a small way, it can make a difference because water doesn't recognize boundaries. Farmers can make Environmental Farm Plans so they can manage their operations in an environmentally responsible manner. Children can turn off the tap to conserve water. Adults can wash their cars less frequently at the car wash.

Materials:

· class developed anchor charts

· activity scripts downloaded from Children's Water Festival website

· paper, pencil, computer, writing folders

Background Information:

1. The following text forms could be used to write about the students' experiences at the Children's Water Festival. They could be used throughout the year to introduce, or cycle back writing pieces:

Recount: retell events or a series of events experienced

Narrative: tell a story to teach, entertain, or inform

Procedure: a series of steps involved that show exactly how to do something

Report: text that classify and describe the way things are in our world

Explanation: tells why something happens or how something works or was formed

Persuasive: present an argument or an opinion in an attempt to convince the reader to accept the writer's point of view

2. Writing Form anchor charts for each text form.

3. Activity Scripts from Children's Water Festival website

4. Library books on various water topics

5. Water Festival Big Ideas: 

Water Conservation: Using less water means:

· there is less of a chance of your well running dry in summer or your water quality being compromised. 

· you save money on municipal water and energy bills.

· easing both seasonal and long-term water shartages for your community. 

· less water goes back to the wastewater treatment plant for costly processing. 

· less energy is needed to deliver and treat water for personal uses. 

· you expand the life of your septic system. 

· discharging less treated water into the watershed. 

· communities may not need to find new sources of water and build new infrastructures.

Water Protection: Steps we can take to keep our water clean are:

· don't use drains as dumps. Dispose of unused paints, cleaners, pesticides and medical prescriptions at your community household hazardous waste facility.

· use non-toxic cleaning products, detergents and environmentally friendly soaps, shampoos and personal care products.

· if you have a private well, it is your responsibility to protect and maintain the well. Water wells should be sampled and tested regularly to help ensure that the water is safe for consumption.

· ensure your septic system is properly maintained and emptied regularly.

· grow a healthy lawn and garden. Xeriscape (landscape using water-conserving techniques) your lawn and replace pestide and chemical fertilizer use with natural treatments and practices.

· take your car to commercial car washes designed to prevent pollutant runoff from entering storm sewers. Avoid spilling oil or fuel on the ground when filling gas tanks for cars, boats, tractors and lawnmowers.

Water Science

· water is never lost or gained; there is always the same amount of water in the world. The water we drink today was used by dinosaurs a million years ago!

· the water cycle is a model that shows how water is continuously recycled through the environment. 

· we waste water by making it permanently contaminated so that it can no longer be used for drinking or washing.

· sickness and even death can be caused by contaminated drinking water.

· in the past, people did not have the knowledge we have today and therefore did not know how to prevent many diseases.  Now that we have the knowledge, there are many diseases we no longer get in Canada.

· some countries still suffer from waterborne diseases.

Water Technology

· water is precious and important. Our drinking water sources have a limited tolerance for overuse and contamination. There are many steps to be taken to treat our drinking water. We must clean and protect our drinking water both at the source and all along the way to our tap.

· we have a responsibility to prevent contamination of ground water and surface water. Municipal water treatment systems take most impurities out of drinking water, making it safe to drink. Farmers using wells are responsible to maintain each well to keep out surface water and other foreign material to ensure a reliable source of good quality water.

· there are many steps required to treat our sewage, before it is returned to our rivers and lakes, the source of our drinking water.

· cleaning the water reduces pollution. We know that pollution harms people, plants, and animals - everything in the watershed habitats. Today our water is cleaned, disinfected and treated with certain filters and chemicals to make sure it is clean before it is returned to the water system.

· cleaner water is important to our health. Diseases can spread very easily through dirty or contaminated water. 

Water Attitude

· water is important not only for health but also for safety.

· then as now, fire fighting requires teamwork and an available water supply.

· today, water for fire fighting (and drinking) comes from the municipal water supply.

· in the 1890's, the rivers, streams and lakes which served as dumping places for garbage and waste, were also the sources of drinking water. Typhoid and cholera were often the result of this kind of waste disposal.

· we rely on water and must protect it so that there is a clean water supply for the future, so it is important that factories dispose of their waste appropriately.

· we still dump a lot of our waste into the nearest river, stream, or lake; however, we usually treat our waste and our drinking water, and then dump it.

Procedure (What Will I Be Doing?):

1. Brainstorm topic ideas for each text form, for example:

· Recount: Retell your top five favourite activities at the Children's Water Festival  and what you learned from each activity

· Narrative: Pretend you are a water droplet and go on an adventure through the Water Cycle/Watershed

Write a legend that explains how everything is interconnected or everything is dependent on water.

· Procedure: What are the steps needed to treat our drinking water (A-Maze-Ing Water Treatment #4) or What are the steps needed to treat sewage(Where It Goes When I Go - Sewage Treatment Plant #35)?

· Report: How farmers use water.  What is EFP: Environmental Farm Plan? Where we get drinking water. Report on Recycling, Landfills, or Hazardous Waste Management

· Explanation: How is a well capped when it is no longer useful? How would chlorinated water affect aquatic life?

· Persuasive: Write an industry to persuade them to stop polluting water so that local native reserves who use river or well water have clean drinking water.  Write a letter to a neighbour to stop dumping chemicals down the sink or drain. Write a letter to a politician create policies to put resrictions on our drinking water sources and Protection Zones. Persuade farmers to use drip irrigation for water efficiency. Persuade your family members to take maximum 5 minute showers. 

2. Students follow writing process to create final published work. 

Wrap Up/Recall with Students:

1. Share texts with peers or classes that did not attend the Children's Water Festival.

